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GARSINGTON OPERA  ARTS HUB   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS

We worked closely with the Garsington team on the design of 
their new facility which will sit on a beautiful site overlooking the 
Wormsley Estate.  It will provide rehearsal facilities for the Opera 
as well as allowing them to extend their successful community 
outreach programme that has brought opera to many local 
schools.  The buildings will also provide the necessary coaching, 
administration, catering, workshop and storage accommodation 
needed to support the complex process of putting on a show.

The buildings will replace some existing modern farm buildings 
and are designed with reference to the farmhouse and cottage 
which will be retained on site.  The new buildings are designed in 
the Chilterns vernacular using brick and flint walls and clad in 
dark stained weatherboarding.
 The social spaces are designed around a sheltered south facing 
courtyard which opens to distant views of the Wormsley Valley.



BEAUREPAIRE HOUSE  SHERBORNE ST JOHN   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS
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The extensions to this moated manor house included a riding 
ring, staff cottages and a courtyard including a conservatory, 
playroom, shooting room and a gazebo with oriel windows 
overlooking the moat.  

The house is approached across the moat (1).

Access to the riding ring is through a new symmetrical facade 
with a real cottage to the left and a fake one on the right (2).  The 
client's wife gamely agreed that only his initials should be bricked 
into the wall-just in case.

The new gazebo and conservatory overlook the moat and gardens 
(3).

The new rooms open onto a courtyard which gives access to the 
gardens and to a balcony overhanging the moat (4).



Following our work on the Blenheim masterplan, NBW was asked 
to design a new visitor centre for the Palace.  The project involved 
the replanning of the cafe, shop and visitor reception areas and 
the creation of  much improved facilites in the underused Butler's 
garden.  We worked closely with the Palace, English Heritage and 
the local Conservation Officer to achieve a sensitive scheme for 
this World Heritage site and the building won an Oxford 
Preservation Trust award.

Aerial view of the Palace (1) with the East Courtyard in the left 
hand foreground.

The East Courtyard before work started (2). The lower roofless 
wing was once the Butler's garden and Laundry yard and has now 
been glazed over to provide the new visitor facilities. 

The visitor centre was opened by David Cameron in 2012 in time 
for the London Olympics.(3).

Views of the new shop and visitor welcome area (4 & 5).

The Oxford Pantry cafe occupies the former Dairy and staff 
prepare for the opening (6).

(Photograph 5 courtesy of Lightmaster)
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BLENHEIM PALACE VISITOR CENTRE   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS



BLENHEIM PALACE  A VISION FOR THE FUTURE   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS

We worked with the Palace's senior management team towards a 
vision for the future of Blenheim Palace.  The study analysed the 
flows of visitors and their behaviour in order to suggest ways of 
serving them better and lessening their impact on this sensitive 
World Heritage Site.

Site access, parking, orientation, interpretation, catering and 
shopping all formed parts of the study and it identified a number 
of projects for the future, including the new visitor centre.

"The finest view in England" opens up from the Woodstock Gate 
(1).

Looking North to Vanbrugh's Grand Avenue.  It would be 
desirable to make the Pleasure Ground, in the foreground, more 
accessible to visitors (2).

The North front with its somewhat severe courts which give 
access to the Palace and Gardens beyond (3).

Space plan of the main house showing projects for consideration 
in the masterplan (4).

The study observed visitor behaviour on a number of different 
Event days and on quieter more normal days (5,6,7)  .
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CORKS FARM BARNS DUNSDEN   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS

We converted the two large barns at Cork's Farm into houses for 
Lord Phillimore.  Where possible we sought to maintain the 
external appearance and the internal volumes. 
Before starting work the barns were beginning to deteriorate with 
roofs in particular beginning to fail (1).

The barns were unloaded of all their cladding and the structure 
was test loaded to prove its integrity.  Foundations were put in 
under the timber wallplates (2).
The South Barn kitchen showing its new ash floor (3).

All structure and informal timbers used green oak, with kiln dried 
oak only used for joinery items where shrinkage would pose a 
problem (4).
Entrance & bathroom details (5, 6).
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ESTATE COTTAGES  HAMBLEDEN   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS
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When these two listed cottages on this Oxfordshire Estate were 
sadly destroyed by fire (1), NBW were brought in to advise on 
redevelopment options.  As the fire damaged the buildings beyond 
repair, it was negotiated with English Heritage to De-list the 
property.

It was decided that replacement with slightly larger cottages was 
the most feasible option and they now complete the farmyard 
setting in this small hamlet. (2,3)

The materials of flint and hand made brick and clay tiles were 
carefully chosen to fit into this quintissential Chilterns setting.  
The detailing picked up aspects of the previous building such as  
bay windows, porches, brick arches and brick quions. (4,5,6)
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GARSINGTON OPERA   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS
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In the early part of the 20th century Garsington (1) was home to 
Lady Ottoline Morrell who played host to such literary luminaries 
as Aldous Huxley, Bertrand Russell and D H Lawrence.

Garsington is still a private house but was also the home of the 
famous Summer Opera (2) before it moved to Wormsley Park.  
As architects to the estate we were involved in the repair of a 
number of listed buildings and structures and have advised on 
measures to enhance the estate's neighbourliness during the Opera 
season.

3 NBW's sketch of sensitive restoration measures to be 
undertakenon the garden walls. 

4  The main house dates from the 16th century and some of the 
outbuildings are even older.

5  The gardens come into bloom for the Opera season.

6 The roof structure of the Brewhouse is revealed during 
restoration.

7  We worked with the Oxford Archaeological unit to establish the 
history of the building before restoration measures were carried 
out.
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We replanned and extended this Listed Chiltern farmhouse on a 
country estate, adding approximately 60% to its volume.  Our 
client was particularly keen to open the house to the south and to 
get as much natural light into the building as possible.  To this end 
we added a glazed two-storey link leading to the new living room, 
a sunny window seat in the kitchen and windows on at least two 
sides of all the main rooms.  We worked closely with the local 
conservation officer in planning and detailing the modifications.

1  View of the extended building from the south.

2, 3, 4  Two storey glazed link with oak staircase to the first floor 
and new oak floor.

5  Kitchen dining area with window seat.  

HOWBERRYWOOD FARM  OXFORDSHIRE
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  ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS
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West Elevation 
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The first phase of a series of extensions and internal alterations to this 
large Country House near Oakham has been completed. 

1 The house originally had an orangery on the West side and it is 
proposed to recreate this as part of a future phase. 

2. The imposing house was built in 1905 and has spectacular views 
over the Rutland countryside to the south.

3. One wing of the house had not been occupied for 40 years 

4 The first phase of the orangery which will eventually enclose the 
present outdoor swimming pool.

5 The completed phase 1 from the new tree house. Sash windows were 
lowered to form triple sash vertical sliding "doors". The open air pool 
is just visible on the left.

6 We worked with the client's interior designer. This shows the 
completed kitchen.

7 The completed West front. The project was built by local contractors 
who won an award for craftmanship.

PRIVATE HOUSE RUTLAND
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  ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS
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STOWE LANDSCAPE GARDEN VISITOR CENTRE AND INTERPRETATION   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS
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The National Trust bought the early 18th century New Inn, 
which used to provide accommodation to the first visitors to 
Stowe, with the intention of turning it into a visitor centre. 
The NT then brought in NBW, initially to help them with ideas 
on how the building and its surrounding landscape might be 
developed to welcome visitors, and what their experience might be 
from their first glimpse of the park (1), through to their approach 
to the gardens and their return to the visitor centre.

The study was later extended to cover how visitors of different 
types might interpret the complex and extensive landscape and 
how they would be catered for and transported throughout their 
day.
The new approach is from the south by the Bell Gate, just as 
visitors used to approach in the distant past, and once through the 
gate they will be given a choice between Vice and Virtue (2) and 
their journey will begin.  The study was presented to the Trust as 
an illustrated booklet.  A sample page is shown below.
The Trust used the NBW study as a briefing document for the 
very successful visitor centre which is a skillful blend of old and 
new (3 & 4).



WARWICK CASTLE PARK  FEASIBILITY STUDY   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS

NBW were commissioned by Warwick Castle to carry out a 
feasibility study for a Trust to take over Castle Park with the 
assistance of lottery funds.
A historical analysis of the park was undertaken along with studies 
of the woodland, buildings and water bodies before a series of 
costed options was formulated.

Canaletto was painting Warwick Castle in 1748 at the same time 
as Capability Brown was starting work in the park and his 
workmen appear in the picture (1).
The Paul Sandby view of 1776 saw Brown's work complete.  This 
was a view that we hoped to recapture in the new approach to the 
Castle (2).
We had the use of low level air photography to aid our analysis 
(3,4).
One of six of the development options generated in the study (5).
The proposal would have brought Castle and Park together again 
(6).
Part of the visual analysis covered by the study (7).
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WOBURN PARK  FEASIBILITY STUDY   ARCHITECTS & LANDSCAPE PLANNERS

Working for the Tussauds Group and Bedford Estates, we carried 
out a feasibility study for an attraction to replace the Safari Park.  
As part of this study a historical analysis of the park was carried 
out which traced its development from the 1661 plan to the 
present day.  This allowed the evolution of a restoration strategy 
for the whole park and the satisfactory integration of the new 
development.

NBW's plans showing the development of the park over 350 years 
(1).
The west front of the house overlooking the Basin pond (2).
A detail from the 1661 plan showing the then house and its walled 
garden and a formal avenue leading off across the fish ponds (3).
The same area in the 1738 plan showing the new house with the 
pleasure grounds to the right and the circular "Bason" pond set 
axially in front of the house (4).
An extract from Humphry Repton's plan of 1805 showing how he 
wished to naturalise the water bodies and to do away with the 
axial approach (5).  Both these things were carried out although 
the drive had reverted to the axis by the time of Queen Victoria's 
visit in the middle of the 19th century (6).

1738 18051661 1901 The Present The Future?
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